
STOP 



Early Journal Content on JSTOR, Free to Anyone in the World 

This article is one of nearly 500,000 scholarly works digitized and made freely available to everyone in 
the world byJSTOR. 

Known as the Early Journal Content, this set of works include research articles, news, letters, and other 
writings published in more than 200 of the oldest leading academic journals. The works date from the 
mid-seventeenth to the early twentieth centuries. 

We encourage people to read and share the Early Journal Content openly and to tell others that this 
resource exists. People may post this content online or redistribute in any way for non-commercial 
purposes. 

Read more about Early Journal Content at http://about.istor.org/participate-istor/individuals/early- 
journal-content . 



JSTOR is a digital library of academic journals, books, and primary source objects. JSTOR helps people 
discover, use, and build upon a wide range of content through a powerful research and teaching 
platform, and preserves this content for future generations. JSTOR is part of ITHAKA, a not-for-profit 
organization that also includes Ithaka S+R and Portico. For more information about JSTOR, please 
contact support@jstor.org. 



SS6 



SCIENCE. 



Secondary Batteries. — J. Rousse. — In order to 
accumulate electricity for the production of light or mo- 
tive power, the author has arranged secondary batteries, 
which differ from those of M. G. Plant, At the nega- 
tive pole he uses a sheet of palladium, which, during the 
electrolysis, absorbs more than 900 times its volume of 
hydrogen. At the positive pole he uses a sheet of lead. 
The electrolysed liquid is sulphuric acid at i-ioth. This 
element is very powerful, even when of small dimensions. 
Another secondary element which has also given good 
results, is formed at the negative pole of a slender plate 
of sheet-iron. This plate absorbs more than 200 times 
its volume of hydrogen when electrolysed in a solution 
of ammonium sulphate. The positive pole is formed of a 
plate of lead, pure or covered with a stuatum of litharge, 
or pure oixide, or all these substances mixed. These me- 
tallic plates are immersed in a solution containing 50 per 
cent of ammonium sulphate. Another arrangement is at 
the negative pole, sheet-iron ; at the positive pole a cylin- 
der of ferro-raanganese. The electrolysed liquid con- 
tains 40 per cent ammonium sulphate. 
Constitution of the Milky Way.— When the milky 
way is regarded with an indifferent eye, it seems that its 
brightness is the same m all parts. But it is quite other- 
wise when the relative luminous intensity of its different 
portions is measured. It is then found that the milky way 
is composed of a series of luminous plates separated from 
each other by darker portions. Thirty-three of these 
nodules have been counted, the centre of which is more 
brilliant than the borders, and it is stated that they are 
arranged nearly mathematically along a great circle of 
the celestial sphere. 



AN EXPLANATION, 
To the Editor of " Science." 

Dear Sir, — In giving the specific rotatory power in my 
article " Amylose" in Science of Oct. ist this year, I 
used the expression (a) to designate the specified rotatory 
power for the teinte de passage since that is the usual ray 
employed. On the other hand I used (a)j to designate 
the same property for the yellow I'ay, meaning by the 
yellow ray the monochromatic sodium flame. 

Since, however, it is the usual custom to designate the 
" rose-purple " transition tint by (a)j as if it were a yel- 
low ray and the sodium ray by (a) D, I desire to make 
this explanation of the symbols used. 
Respectfully, 

H. W. Wiley. 

Lafayette, Ind., Nov. 5, 1881. 



Observations and Researches on Blood-Stains. 
— D.Vitaci — Attention has been recently called to a reac- 
tion discovered by Schoebein — the blue coloration pro- 
duced by a mixture of oil of turpentine and alcoholic 
tincture of the resin of guiacum, on the additionof a little 
blood or a very dilute solution of haemoglobin. It is 
said that this reaction is preferable to any other, not ex- 
cepting that founded on the formation of crystals of 
haemine and on spectroscopic observation, and that none 
of the substances capable of simulating blood-spots give 
the same opaque blue color. The author, however, shows 
that all substances capable of acting as direct or indirect 
oxidising agents are capable of producing the same re- 
action. 



METEOROLOGICAL REPORT FOR NEW YORK CITY FOR THE WEEK ENDING NOV. 12, 1881. 

Latitude 40° 45' 58" N.; Longitude 73" 57' 58" W.; height of instruments above the ground, 53 feet ; above the sea, 97 

feet ; by self-recording instruments. 
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Mean for the week ..-. 30.140 inches. 

Maximum for the week at 9 a. m., Nov. 7th 30.400 " 
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Dry. Wet. 

Mean for the week 51.5 degrees 49.1 degrees 
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Distance traveled during the week. 
Maximum force 



1,188 miles. 1 Total amount of water for the week .- 1.04 inch. 

7^ lbs. 1 Duration of ram i day, 8 houi-s, 30 minutes. 

DANIEL DRAPER, Ph. D. 

D irector Meteorologica Observatory of the Department oi Public Parks, New York. 



